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Our mission
ARAHA’s mission is to strive to alleviate the
suffering from hunger, illiteracy, disease, and
poverty in the Horn of Africa, as well as to help
the East African community in Minnesota.

Our advantage
ARAHA is a unique aid organization. First, we are
focused only on the Horn of Africa. We speak the
languages of the region and understand the local
cultures. This helps us to be well-connected, wellaccepted, and welcomed by local communities.
We have years of experience in this area and we
have the tools required to navigate through the
many challenges of working in the region. Our
field offices and partners are officially registered,
recognized, and respected by local governments
in the Horn of Africa. We enjoy our work and we
do it professionally while constantly striving to
improve our efficiency and effectiveness.

12 months
of ARAHA
January

ARAHA Action Forum on
Famine Prevention

February

First two wells of the year
built in Mogadishu

March

100 displaced families
repatriated in Somalia

April

New ARAHA website; Food
for 5000 Afar refugees

May

Walls of new primary
school in Ethiopia go up

June

30 new water wells
started in Somalia

July

We buy and move into
our building after renting
for a decade

August

Ramadan: Over 18,000
people fed for a month

September Library built at Shegerab
Secondary School for Girls
in Sudan
October

Flood relief packages to
Somalia; Meat distributed
in four countries

November

Trip to Ethiopia and
Sudan to visit schools;
distribute dairy animals

December

$750K container of
medical supplies shipped
to a hospital in Somalia

Letter from
ARAHA

Adam AlAmin
Board Chairman

In

2011, our primary goal was to provide emergency
relief to those suffering from the devastating famine and
droughts that ravaged the Horn of Africa region that year.
As we mentioned in our last report, our hope was to look
forward to the future in 2012. To accomplish this, our focus has been
on development projects that not only help prevent famine conditions
from existing but also serve to break the cycle of poverty in the region.
We’re happy to report that the projects started at this time last year have
been completed and we are very proud of the results. We were able to
send over 150 famine-displaced families home through our repatriation
program which provided food, transportation, household items, and financial assistance to get families back on their feet in their fertile homelands.
We established 47 new water wells in Somalia, Ethiopia, and Sudan—a new
annual record for ARAHA. We were able to purchase a building for our headquarters in Minnesota, allowing us to fund more projects instead of using
these funds for monthly rent. In fact, we are now renting part of this building to another nonprofit to generate sustainable income to cover expenses.

Mohamed Idris, MA
Executive Director

Board of
Directors

Lastly, we completed the construction of a primary school in rural Ethiopia
which will serve children from three villages in the Wabaro District. Families from this area have previously been forced to keep their children home
to work in the coffee fields because city schools were simply too far away
from their homes. We also added a library and small clinic in the Shegerab
High School for Girls in Sudan, improvements which will enhance the education of the students in this groundbreaking institution. We truly believe
that through these investments we are helping to build the future of many
in the Horn of Africa region.
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2012

Highlights

900

more children from
three villages can now
attend primary school
in rural Ethiopia

86,900
people received
emergency food and
meat distributions

$1.38

million

in books and medical
supplies distributed

150

families sent home to
begin life again after
being displaced by the
famine in Somalia
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Half of the world’s out-ofschool children live in subSaharan Africa, and girls
have many fewer educational options than boys.

47

water wells built in
three countries—a new
ARAHA record!

Food
2012’s food distributions were more
focused on filling the gaps in NGO
and governmental aid for refugees
in need rather than feeding famine victims. We also provided food
through our repatriation and flood
relief efforts in Somalia.
This chart shows the number of
families fed in each month:

# of families fed
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Food is stacked and sorted for one of our largest distributions at a refugee camp in Ethiopia.
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In Eritrea and Somalia, 70
percent of the population is
undernourished, compared to 40
perecent in the Horn of Africa
region as a whole.

Water

Despite the return of rains to
drought-affected areas in the Horn
of Africa, access to clean drinking
water is still scarce. In 2012, we
continued our efforts to bring water
to rural villages, displacement
camps, and other underserved areas
through shallow, hand-dug wells.
We initiated 47 new wells in 2012
alone, a new record for our organization. Recognizing that deeper
(but much more expensive) wells
are desired but too cost-prohibitive
to build, we are looking into water
catchment systems and other sustainable solutions for the region.

Since 1970, the percentage
of the earth’s surface
affected by drought has
doubled, most likely due to
global warming. (NOAA)
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A nearly completed well in Ethiopia. At left, villagers pump water at the opening celebration.

Education
Ensuring that children have access
to a quality education is a key
component of “developing opportunities” in the Horn of Africa. Many of
our projects in 2012 helped lay the
foundation for this goal. We added
a library and mini-clinic (complete
with a nurse to give first aid and
seminars on personal healthcare
topics) to our high school for girls
in the Shegerab Refugee Camp
in Sudan. We also distributed
$638,000 in books to two universities in Somalia. Our largest project
was the construction of a primary
school in rural Ethiopia. This school
will allow 900 students the chance
to attend school instead of working
in the fields harvesting the coffee crop alongside their parents.
We’re currently working to enhance
their educational experience by
raising funds for a science laboratory, library, and other projects. In
addition, we’re researching solar
energy options in Sudan to provide
students with lighting at home to
do schoolwork and other tasks in
the evening.
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Inside the library at Shegerab; Outside the new school in Ethiopia; Teachers ready to work.

Our shipment of medical supplies
went to one of the top teaching
hospitals in the Horn of Africa.
Al-Hayat Hospital in Boroma,
Somalia serves patients from four
countries and trains staff to be
highly sought-after professionals.

sufficiency
Just as educating children is
necessary to providing avenues to
success for families in the Horn
of Africa, helping famlies become
self-sufficient is also an important
way to break the cycle of poverty in
the region.
Our two main sustainability
programs for 2012 consisted of
repatriation and dairy animals.
Helping displaced families return
home after the famine in Somalia
meant they could replant drops
and restore livestock, and be less
dependent on aid. The goats and
cows we granted to families in
Sudan and Ethiopia will provide a
source of nutrition for children and
potential income from the sale of
additional milk and offspring.
2012 Sustainability Projects
Families Repatriated

150

Dairy Goats Granted

500

Dairy Cows Granted

50

Total Families Served

700

A pair of dairy goats
can produce up to a
gallon of milk in one
day—more than enough
for a family of five.
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Top: A man & his new dairy cow. Bottom: Dairy goats; Families going home after the famine.

Orphans
Families
Our orphan sponsorship program
has grown significantly in the last
year. Over 60 new orphans have
been sponsored thanks to generous
individuals looking to make a difference in the life of a child. In
addition to providing assistance
with school fees, clothing, and other
expenses an orphan may have, we
also make sure to include orphans
in other projects when appropriate.
We held a community dinner at an
orphanage in Mogadishu feeding
over 500 children, single mothers, and their elderly and disabled
neighbors. We also broght gifts of
new clothing and toys to orphans
in Sudan, a great surprise for the
children.
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Top: An orphan gets some new toys. Bottom: Somali orphans excited for a community dinner.

The number of orphans in subSaharan Africa was 50 percent
higher in 2005 than in 1990.
(UNICEF and USAID)

Financial
After famine conditions receded
in the spring and summer of 2012,
donations from individuals also
decreased as a result. This was expected, since the amounts raised in
the previous year were largely due
to the immediate urgency of the
needs on the ground.
To offset this drop in smaller gifts,
we sought and obtained large inkind donations of books and medical supplies in order to provide
much-needed assistance to schools,
universities, and hospitals in the
Horn of Africa. We also purchased
our first building to create a permanent home for ARAHA and to eliminate rent as a monthly expense.
Through investments like this, we
continue to deliver the essentials
and develop opportunities for those
in need while keeping fundraising
and administrative costs low, so
more donor dollars go straight to
our programs. It’s working—we’ve
increased program spending to
90% from 82% in 2011.

Revenue Sources

Financial Statement as of 12/31/2012
SUPPORT & REVENUE
Individual Contributions			$$445,766
Corporate Contributions			
$433,111
In-Kind Donations			
$1,393,875
Total Revenue			
$
$2,272,752
EXPENSES
Programs and Services		
$2,200,743
Management and General			
$$143,211
Fundraising					 $$94,209
Total Expenses		
$
$2,438,163
TOTAL REVENUE
TOTAL EXPENSES			

$2,272,752
$2,438,163

NET					

($165,411)

2011 Comparison
TOTAL REVENUE		
TOTAL EXPENSES			
NET					

Individual Contributions
20%
Corporate Contributions
19%

$

$1,294,057
$ $794,769
$499,288

In-Kind Donations
61%

Expense Distribution

Management & General
Fundraising 6%
4%

Programs
90%

Thanks!

We would like to express our
gratitude to the people responsible
for making all of this possible:

ARAHA’s individual donors
Our many dedicated volunteers
Our collaborators & supporters
And our partner organizations:
Life for Relief & Development
Zakat Foundation
Hidaya Foundation
Somali Relief Fund
Ummah Relief Foundation
Baitulmaal
EMC
Kind Heart

EMC

Hidaya Foundation

SOMALI
RELIEF FUND

ARAHA

American Relief Agency for the Horn of Africa

3900 Jackson Street NE
Columbia Heights, MN 55421
Toll-free: 1(866)99ARAHA
Phone: 763.270.5351
Fax: 763.270.5349
E-mail: info@araha.org

www.araha.org

